SO                       A STUDY OF (MUSLIM INSCRIPTIONS

indexes of works like the Epigraphia Indo-JMoslemica arranged
according to periods, regimes or different dynasties of kings
should prove useful in addition to the name and place indexes.
In fact, any detailed analysis of the matter attempted in these
indexes from different aspects of historical study heightens, its
value and utility. The more minutely we analyse our sources,
the more effective are the results obtained. The nature of a
work should, however, decide the exact system of its index.
The material for indexes of names of persons and places is
always definitely and correctly presented in books dealing with
current topics. In history, however, the availability of cor-
rect material is rendered difficult because :

(fl) different customs and practices were in vogue in res-
pect of the use of various appellations and personal
names;

(&) personal names have been spelt in different ways in
ancient and historic writings and differently trans-
literated in the current literature and in chonicles of
later date ;

(c) the mistakes and misunderstandings of later writers
have imperceptibly found their way in their treat-
ment of appellations and names.

The only difficulty one has to encounter in indexing these his-
torical names and appellations is to determine the changes they
underwent in course of time. The main object of the index is
to separate every individual item with a view to consolidate
all relevant and allied infonnation about it so as to make it a
composite unit. Hence, it is essential to bring together all the
appellations of one and the same person or place, It is thus
<dear how the varied treatment of these appellations and names
now found in source books has made thef task of proper and
effective indexing very difficult. The sources published in the
Epigraphia Indo-Moslendca offer perhaps the most typi-
cal difficulties of the kind likely to be experienced in
thesfe respects. With the multiplication of these difficul-
ties the labour in indexing becomes almost fatiguing as